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IN THIS NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the third newsletter of the MAC Programme! In this newsletter, you can read
about the recent VREF Research Forum at the Mobilize Summit, our newly launched position
papers on urban mobility in Africa, and opportunities for funding and upcoming events. You
can also read interviews with the new recipient of the Lee Schipper Memorial Scholarship.

OPEN CALLS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUNDING
Call for Comparative Research Projects [closed]
The call, which closed in September, generated 45 applications for comparative research
projects from research teams spanning 15 countries in Africa. The applications are now
being reviewed and successful teams will be notified during December.

MAC Mobility Grants [extended]
VREF invites junior and senior researchers, Ph.D. students and advanced master students
who are based at universities in Sub-Saharan Africa to apply for Mobility Grants for shortterm (2-4 weeks) visits at universities in the region. Due to the ongoing pandemic, the
deadline for applications has been extended to January 31, 2020, and the grant is open for
visits to universities within the same country.

Read more in the Mobility Grant Guidelines
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The state of knowledge on Equitable and Sustainable Mobility

We are proud to launch five new commissioned papers providing an overview of current
knowledge on issues related to equitable sustainable mobility and access in sub-Saharan
Africa. The papers are written by teams of leading experts in their fields and cover the core
themes of the MAC program. We hope you enjoy reading and sharing the material with your
network, and that these papers provide a foundation for future research. All papers are
found here.

SPOTLIGHT ON...

Dr. Abisai Konstantinus, Lee Schipper Memorial Scholarship Recipient

Dr. Abisai Konstantinus, Lee Schipper Memorial Scholarship
Recipient
Lee Schipper Memorial Scholarship for Sustainable Transport and Energy
E ciency awards exceptional candidates a scholarship to advance transformative
research in e cient and sustainable transport. Since this year, one scholarship is
dedicated to the support of a young researcher from the African continent. We
spoke to 2020’s recipient Dr Abisai Konstantinus…
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EVENTS AND CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES
Mobilize Virtual Summit and the VREF Research Forum
Over 900 people attended this year’s virtual Summit and among them 150 researchers from
the VREF community. The event took place during the whole week of October 26th and the
MAC community was active in hosting several of the sessions. Recordings from the Research
Forum plenary sessions are now available here:
Urban Transport Research in Times of Covid-19
Advancing the Agenda for Future Urban Transport
3rd TUMI-VREF Expert Exchange #mobilizeminds took place on 13th November with the
topic the future of education, and a focus on the educational study being undertaken by the
MAC Program during 2020. The forum gathers a range of experts from around the globe and
encourages active participation in an expert discussion on capacity development and
education for sustainable mobility.
3rd Annual Women and Transport Africa Conference “Paving the Way for a More Inclusive
and Equitable Public Transport System in Africa”, virtual conference 25-27 November 2020.
The 2020 Women and Transport Africa Conference seeks to reiterate the importance of
creating a more inclusive public transport system in Africa. Supported by VREF and
organized by the Flone Initiative, see the website for more information.

NEWS FROM OTHER INITIATIVES
New online course launched: Transforming urban mobility
A new, free online course on sustainable urban mobility was launched in November.
“Transforming Urban Mobility: Introduction to Transport Planning for Sustainable Cities”
was developed by the University College of London (UCL) and TUMI. Read more about the
course here.
SLOCAT article
Read VREF Director Henrik Nolmark’s article about the next generation of urban transport
champions in the SLOCAT blog here
HVT funds 10 new research projects for inclusive, safe, green transport in Africa
The High Volume Transport Programme (HVT) has commissioned 10 research projects that
will help increase access to transport services and make transport more inclusive, safer,
and greener in low-income countries. All 10 will be implemented across countries in SubSaharan Africa over the next two years. Read more here
The XVIII CODATU Conference has been postponed from November 2020 due to the COVID-19
crisis and will now take place in Dakar from September 13 to 16, 2021
https://mailchi.mp/8f8d3b50b4a9/newsletter-mobility-and-access-in-african-cities-november-2020?e=[UNIQID]

3/4

11/17/2020

Newsletter | Mobility and Access in African Cities | November 2020

CODATU has launched its MOOC Mobilités Urbaines en Afrique. Registrations are closed,

Subscribe

Past Issues

but you can watch the webinars on the MOOC Facebook page (in French), live every

Translate

Wednesday at 3 pm (GMT +2), and in streaming.

Do you have questions, thoughts or ideas related to the MAC programme, do not
hesitate to contact us: secretariat@vref.se

www.vref.se
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